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INTRODUCTION. 


Th IS little bcx)k ^vB5 written at the request of H- B- 
Kaja Udfiji Ran Pon^^’af. KX.SJ.f of Uhar for the ^Hsitor* 
not for the student or nrchseologist* for those who have a 
sufficient love of architecture and the great works of the 
past to make the long jcnirney to this oiit-of-the-w^y spot. 
Those who go to study need no guide they will always find 
the way un-aided. * 

Arohiteoture, —No complete e?^atuples of Hindu work 
are met w ith though the remains of Hindu and jaifi temples 
of the 10th to the 12th century have been freely utilised by 
the hfusalmun rulers. These fragments maintain their dis< 
tinctivc style and decorations, save that alt forms of gods and 
goddesses on the pillars have been careftilly erased leaving 
only foliage like traceries. The architecture of the Maiwa 
Sultans belongs to ihn Pathan schooU the ^Inlwa brancli 
having a distinct though marked individiiniity than the 
styles of Jaunpur, Gaur, and Bijai>ur. Like all mcdia:val 
pcopleSp us acMinas circumstances permitted+ they commenced 
erecting phiccs of woishi|j. Being of Turanian slock they 
had a natural aptitude for buildings an aptitude generally 
lacking in the Semitic family* as witness the Mus;dman 
architecliirt of Ambia and Spoin. first for wnnt of com- 
pctcni u'ctrkmcn the Sultans have been obliged to employ 
ii style akin to that altead),' existing on tim spot and s» 
made use of the remains of Hindu temples in erecting their 
mo^ues, but us soon as they felt their feet they s\%«pi such 
adventituius aids aside and gave full play to their imfivi' 
duality as the Jumi Masjid, Hindolii Mnluil and many other 
buildings at Mandu testify.^ The prominent uotb struck by 





( II > 


ih^ buildings is that of spaciousness combined with 
simple dignit};^ and, above alb a masculinity entirely Ucking 
in Hindu and Jain edifices, delicate and beautiful as was 
the work in them- No doubt the red-sandstoue may have 
^sisted to some extent in determining the nature of these 
buildings as the 300 single-block ten foot pillars m the Jami 
Masjid could scarcely have been hewn from any other 
material. It will be at once noticed that minarets^ an invari¬ 
able adjunct of Mughal mosques^ are nowhere met with : the 
domes are pointed and plain or only surmounted by a 
spike, not spheroidal and capped as in later times; the 
arches are ogee or pointed and are tnie arches with no 
signs of the trabeate Hindu construction, nor is the foliated 
j^racenic arch met with. 

In the days of its glorj- be it remembered, as the blue 
tiles still dinging here and there to domes and string-course 
testify* these buildings glowed w ith colour and must haw 
presented a diy^^sling spectacle. , 

If he bears these points in mind the visitor will ejisHy 
pick out the minor distinguishing feuture of this style. 

It should be remembered that these ruins were absolute' 
ly neglected until 1^301-02 during Lord Curwn^s Vicemyol- 
ty. Under his support of all that related to the great past, 

.ind ihe keen interest of Captain E. Harnc^j then adminis- i 

trator of the l>har State* steps were lakeUt after years of 
neglectt to rescust these magni^cent remains from decay. 

One other matter may be uoticedT in ca^se the visitor is 
interested in such things, and that is the plant life %vliicli 
differs con^iderahly from that of the plains below. Tw o trees 
may be especially mentioned as they w ere evidently loved 
Muhammadans and follow^ Musalman settlements. One is 
the ugly fat-stemmed Adanaonia Dt^itaia the ** Baobab ” ol 
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Livingstone, supposed locally to have Ikcti introduced hy the 
MaKva Sultans and known as the ‘'Khorasani ImU” and 
the other the lx:auttfu] dark green ' Khirni" or 
hiZitndra. The fruit of both is used for eating. 

Routes. —Dhar is 3-1 miles by the direct road from 
Mhow and 3d from Indore. Mandu is 22 miles from Qhar. 
A pheasant change can be made by taking the road hack tj/tr 
Gujri doivn the Ghats btit this route is not to b«- recom¬ 
mended to inexperienced motor-drivers owing to the very 
severe gradients and sharp turns. 






» 
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DHAR AND MANDU. 

Genera:, Histosy- 

In m«!!dL«va[ davs Dhaf and Mandu usurped the position 
of Uiiatn and formed the licnrt of Mahva, that great hjgh^ 
Innd plateau whose tolling plains with t heir tablelike hills . 
Stret ch Irom just north^f t he sa cred Narbada to the j^athar 
of H araoti and the fortr^ of Chandcri. t he tract during 
these days lay successively in the hands of two lines of 
rulers, the Paramara Rajputs (800*1310) and the Pathan 
Sultans of Malwa (1401-1531'. 

The Paramaras. — The Pammaras or to give them the 
modern form of the name Panwars (Pamar, Puar) are one 
of the four Agni-Kulas (Fire-Races) whose mythical descent 
is traced from the sacred flre-pit at Mount Abo*. Settling 
first io this region, where the fort of Achalgarh and the 
town of Chandrnvati formed their head-quarters, they thence 
entered Mahva in the ninth century. Their histoiy- hns 
been traced in land grants and other records graven in 
copjver Of csirvcd on stone and a few literary w'orks, whence 
the names of twenty-four successive rulers have been culled 
who reigned from about SOOto 1310. Of these kings, how- 
ever, only a few are of historical importance. The fourth 
of this line, Vakpati, is lauded as a dashing warrior but he 
was jierhaps niso a iniui of winning speech, ns his name 
means " Lord of elotpience." He seems to have obtained 
(Kissessioii of Ujjain where he must have impressed the 
hearts of the fair sex. since he IS descril»ed as " the sun for 
the eyes of the maidens of Avanti", Avanti being the early 
name for Ujjain. In the time of his successor Vairasinha 


I. Tod. ].8j. 
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Uhar is first mentioned os the Paramara capital 
this king ttcing described as the conqueror of Phar by the 
sharp edge (dliara) oF bis sword. In 973 A. I). Munjaraja 
seventh of his line, also called Vakpati TI, succeeded. This 
ruler was not only a mighty warrior hut n man of strong 
liternr)' proclivities, a trait which seems to have become 
hereditary in this family. He collected all the literary 
celehrities of the day at his court and was himself the 
author of a poem. The writer Merutuuga says “w'hen the 
all accomplished Munja died, Santsvati. the patron goddess 
of Iwirniiig, was left destitute." He was a builder also and 
is credited with having erected many edifices in iJhar white 
the biggest of the twelve artificial lakes near the city still 
recalls his activity by its name Munjn-Sagar, and the basin 
near the Jahn/ Mahul at Mandit by Us name of Xiunja- 
talart. H<> is also said to have erected buildings at Cjjaln. 
He was succeeded by his brother Sindhurajii (995*1010). 
Nest in succession to him was Roja Hhoja 1 (1010-1055). 
Hu was by far the most famous ruler of this line and is 
a conspicuous figure in 'the mudia^^al history of India. 
No name, save perhaps that of the }Hipular V^ikr.'imadilyn 
of Ujjain, has gathered such a wealth of legend and 
romanci* around it, Hlinjii wa.s mrphew to Xlunja, who 
iducate-d him and imbued him with his own love of litera¬ 
ture, Many stories are extant of Hhoja’s precocity. Lfttor 
Munja became jealous and even conceived the idea 4>f 
making away with the boy. who, however, escaped by send¬ 
ing his uncle the following rebuke in verse i 

Riire ,Uaini/fa/o, wfm hw* ornamcfit o/ Hu lirita 
(igf, h KOtu. irAcrc in he wAo Aaffl a ctiuae—wtiy 

across the senn and destroyed the teu’headed deitiou, Parana, 
(in the Treta age) ? Other ntonareks tike Yudhistbira, Oh 
Jtoig / also teent to heaven (hi the Dteitpara itge). The 
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tarlJi accrim^anttd none of ihe^ triYfi her ^f^hndour. 
Yetf dofibfle-^fi, she wilt folhw thee {to heitven} in thh Kati 
age. 

Succeeding nt 15, a few years younger than the Nfnghal 
Emperor Br^har when he commenced his riilei Bhoja soon 
found his hands full. Events were moving rapidly introdiiciRg 
a new era in Indian history. Betw^een 1013 and 1030 Mahmudl 
of Ghajcni made six expeditions into Indm taking Maihnra+| 
Somnath and Kalanjar. Meanwhile Bhojn was engaged in 
the innumerable feuds by which the Rajput princes assisted 
so materially to place India at the mercy of the Mubammadan 
invader. Warfare with the neighbours or his border was 
incessant. His generni Kulachandra took Anhilw^ra <now 
Patan)then the capital of the Gujarat ruler Bhimdeo (1022- 
1063) and sacked the town so completely that ** th^ 
sacking of Kulachandra" has become proverbial. Later, 
however, Bhimdeo retatiated, attacked his enemy and 
captured him but spared his life. Continually absent on 
compaigns. occasionally a refugee, Bhoja still contrived 
to achEeve a great repuiation not only as a patron of letters 
but as a writer. His patronage and his writings are con¬ 
stantly referred to^ often in extravagant terms and with the 
grossest e-xaggeration. A list has been compiled including 
some twenty^three works of which he was the reputed rtuthor 
or in which he collaborated. They deal with such varied 
subjects^ as Astronomy and UivinatiORt Rhetoric, Philoso-" 
phy, Poetrj' and Lexicography. At his court were many 
of the greatest writers of his day. Building w^ts also a 
hobby of his and he is credited wuth w^orks in many placeSt 
one record says, 

He made the mrtd (a play on the word Jagati, 
meaning either the world nr <3 budding site) worthy of its 
name by cowr/wg it atl round triih femptes dedicated to 
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K^dar^shventa^ Ram^shwara, SomnaNi, Sundira^ Kala- 
analii and Radra. 

Wlitiii all allowance is made for ej^aggetatipn and 
hyperbole the figure of Bhcija still stands out from the 
mists of antiquity with more certafniy than those of most 
medJctval rulers. In a reign of fort}' years he cuHiiiated 
the arts of peace in spite of the constant turmoil going 
on around him and has thus preser%'ed his name and 
reputation when all remembrance of hh victories and 
defeats has long vanished^ In the words of an inscription 
in the temple at Udepiir (in Gwalior State) 

He accomplhhed^ ordered^ f*av£, nad ktieic ^hat 
noi in fhe pawer of anybody else ; what other praise can be 
given to the illustrions Bhoja the poet-king 

After his day misfortune fell on the Paramam^* dissensions 
arose and two lines of rulers for n time disputed possession 
while for thirteen years the kingdom was subject to Gujarat. 

The last chief of whom we know i^ Jayasinha Deva of 
whom we have a record dated 131 

MaUva now falling under Musalman dominion and 
the Paramara power passed away forever* 

The Malwa SiiltaaB*— In 1235 Altamsh (1210-36) 
sei ^cd Ujjain and sacked Bhtlsa, thus destro 3 'ing the tw^o 
principal town s of MaUva and es tablishing Musalman 

dom mat i on in this tract s a dom I nation which pra< 7 tirally 

continued unbroken until 1401. In 139S-99 Timun ” the 
scourge (d God” swept into northern India with his ninety^ 
two regiments of n thousand horse each leading a stricken 
country behind liim after ** Lacs of infidels had been des¬ 
patched to heir\ Tjig central control was thus destroyed 
and in the resulting con f usion Amid Shah Daud, lietler 
known as Pita war Khan Ghori, t hen governor of Mahvn, 
proclaimed his independence in HOl, starting the dynasty 






















of t he Maliva Sultans . _Dying in H05 ho was follow isd by 
hts son Alp Kharip better known as Hoshang S hnh, the 
founder jjf Hoshangabad in the Central Provinces. He 
was responsibic for the tninsfer of the capital from Dhar 
to Mandii- j ^tcr spetiding most of his Li fe in figh ting with 
the Guja rat Sultan he died in 1434 aod w as b uried in the 
fin e mausoleum which stands behind the Jami Ma sjid in 
that place^_ His minor son Ghaj^ni Khan was soon mur- i 
dcred by his father-in-law and guar diam who succeeded | 
as Mahmud Khilji (14J5-6 *jL Under Mahmud, a capab le \ 
and jm er g etj^ruler alwa re ached thejsenSth of her power 

and comparative peace reigned throughout ihc tract- His 
activity was unceasing and it was said of him that his tent 
became his home and the field of battle his resting place, 
and yet his administration was marked by the absence of 
all enmity between Hindus and ^fubammadansp He 
extended his dominions in aJl directions, st^mng places so 
far apart as Ajmer and Kanthambhor in Kajputana and 
Elichpur in the Berars, In 1440^ at the invitation of 
certain nobles, he even advanced against Delhi but was 
driven back. In the same year he attacked Rana Kumbha 
of Chitor. The fight was clearly indecisive as the Rana 
erected the famous tower stilt standing on the fort at 
Chitor to commemorate the victory while Mahmud also 
erected a tower at Xfandu. Ghyas-ud-din (1469-1 SOD 
succeeded but he had undergone sach hardships m his 
father's day that he made over the government to his son 
Nasirmd-din and retired to bis harem- 

Nasir-ud-din was notorious for his cruelty 

and is even said to ha\'e poisoned his father* an act vvhich 
roused such indignation in the Emperor Jahangir that when 
visiting Mandu in 1616 he had this king's remains dis¬ 
interred and thrown into the Narbada, Nasif-ud-din 
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drowned nt Kfilindeh near Ujjatn by accidently falling into 
a tank whan drunk, No one daring or caring to rescue such 
a despicable character. 

His second son Azam Humayun, commonly styled 
Mahmud II {1511-31) succeeded him. The historian saya 
of him that he imagined that kingdoms were ruled by the 
sw'ord, and he came to grief in trying to cany out his 
principles. Placing no reliance on his own people he 
made a Rajput Medini Rai, his minister: later on, distrusting 
him, he called in Muzaffar Shah the ruler of Gujarat, He 
was finally taken prisoner by Medtni Rai who bad joined 
Rana Sanga of Chitor, hut was magnanimously released. 
This did not deter him from attacking the Rann's successor 
some years later when he was taken prisoner by the Rana’s 
ally Bahadur Shah of Gujarat and put to death while 
trying to escape. 

The Malwa Sultans minted coins of gold, silver and 
copper which are found in Mandu and elsewhere. 

Malwa thus passed under the Musalman rulers of 
Gujarat as some four hundred y'ears back it had passed to 
the Hindu ruler of the same country. 

In 153^ Humayun attacked Bahadur Shah and drove 
him out of Malwa, A period of confusion followed the 
country being split up into numerous petty chiefships. 
During the days of the Suri dynasty {15*10-54) Sher Shah 
placed Malwa under Shujaat Khan, also known as Shujawal 
Khan, On his death his son Baz Bahadur, chiefly famous 
for his musical talent and his romantic attachment to the 
beautiful and accomplished Rup Mati, attempted to set up 
an independent kingdom. He was defeated by Akbar 
in 15fi2 and MaUva thenceforth became a Mughal province 
and remained so until the iSth century. 

The MaTathas.— In 1725 Udaji Rno Ponwor.a Marntha 
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officer in the service of the Feahvva Baji Rao, received 
anthorit)' to levy dues in Ma1wa« In 1732 he defeattfd the 
Mughal officer and annexed thb tract. The Maratha 
Ponwans claim descent from the earlier Panimaras ond thus 
a curious turn of Fortune's wheel has brought t%ck into the 
possession of their ancient dominions the descendants of a 
line of chiefs whose rule had been in abeyance for 700 years. 
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DHAR 

Hi&torlcaL —The early name of this town given in 
inscriptions is Dhamnagari “ the city of sword-blades”. 

The town is an old one and became of impcftanco under 
Vairasinha n, fifth of the Paramara rulers. Dhar is so 
intimately linked with their name and history that it has 
given rise to the popular verse.— 

Whtrg the Paramara I'a thert is Dhar 
A ltd ufAiJftf Dhar in there is the Paratnetra 
Without Dhar the Paramara is uotkiag 

So vitkout the Paramara is Dhar, 

Many ullusicins arc made to I>har by the mediauval 
Sanskrit poets. 

During the rule of Bhoja Dhar was recognized 
throughout India as a seat of learning. It suffered the 
usual vicissitudes of cities in those days. 

Ill 1300 Ala-ud-din is said to have subdued all Malwa ' 
asfarasDImr while Malik Kafiir, A In- ud*d in's genera], 
halted here in 1310, and the ftmperor Muhammad TughJnk 
tn 1344, when a famine was raging. In 1397 Dilnwar 
Khan was appointed governor becoming independent in 

1401 , his son and successor Hoshang Shah Itnally moving 

the capital to Mandu, when Dhar lost most of its import- ■ 
ance. During the Mughal domination Akhar sMpped at 
Dhar in 1598 while in 1658 Darn Shikoh’s men, if not h^- 
him-wlf, held the fort during his ijuarrel with his 
the £mperor .^urangaeb. 

The old buildings of importance are the fort, Bhojahalii, 
Kama! Mania, the Lat Maspd and the tomb of Abdulla Shah 
Changal. 

' On approaching Dhar I torn the north the first object 
that strikes the eye is the massive standstone wall of the 





old fort. It is typically ^fubammadan in fitructurc nttd 
was built in the Htli century in the Umu of Muhammad 
Tuf^hlak (1325-51). In Jahangir's day, however, it had 
evidently been tong disused as he remarks in his diary 
that "vvhen Sultan Muhamad Tughlak was on his way to 
the con<)uest of the Deccan tie built n cutstone fort on a 
raised site. Its outline ts very elegant but tire space inside 
is empty of buildings." 

The only record in it conaLsts of small iron plate on 
one of the gates with an inicriplion to the effoct that the 
gate was out up during the governorship of ^ir Beg in 
the 27th year of the reign of Alamgir i.Aiirungjfub* l(i83, 
^ Just within the gale is the tomb of Bandi Chhor, *' the 
releasor of prisoncts." One Hazrat Makbul, a soldier, n1 his 
mother's request released all the prisoners in the fort. 
In struggling with the guard he was beheaded and fell 
where this tomb now is while his body fought its way .some 
200 yards further north and lies there. Hoth tombs are now 
reveriid as those of a saint. ' 

Two memorable events are connected witli the fort, l-'irst 
the birth of Baji Rao II, the last of the Posh was, who wa.s 
born, on January' lOth, 177-1, while his mother Anandi Bai 
was taking refuge here. The toy well at which he played 
is still shewn. Secondly its captiire by General Siewait 
in 1857. Siege-guns were brought up to a mound three 
hundred Yards from the wall and a practicable breach being 
made after a bombardment of .six days, on October 30th a 
strong ixiity entered, to (ind the place deserted, the enemy 
having escaped in rear leavingO lakhs worth of treasure behind 
them. The breach is still visible though partly repaired. 

Thft BhojsliaJE ftiid jEC&ni&] MftUla. — In a pictures- 
rjue corner well shdaod by tall trees lie these two buildings. 

The BhojshaJa or Haja Bhoja's school is n mosque made 
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by the Musfilman rulers of Matwa out of the remains of a 
Hindu tem^ile of the llth or I2th century. Its popular 
title 13 a misnomer derh'cd from the numerous stab«> con- 
taininft rules of Sanskrit Grammar, placed on the floor 
of the building so as to be trodden under the feet of the 
“true believers. ” On the site of this building there was 
originally n temple and it was in all probabiltty the temple 
to Saras^ati which ts described iti the Sanskrit play of 
Arjunavarma Paramara's day (1210*16) .-is " the ortiament 
of the eighty-four squares of Dhnmnagari.” Two slabs were 
discovered behind the ttii/trab one bearing two Prakrit odes 
of the 1 Ith century (one supposed to have been composed 
by Raja Bhoja himself) and the other the Sanskrit play 
mentioned, which praises Arjunvarmu. '■These slabs stand 
on the north side of the building and are beimtiful specimens 
of the stone-cutter's work. 

On two pillars in this building are a curious epitome 
of Sanskrit inflectional terminations cut to resemble snakes. 

In a small entlo^un: known as Kamal Mania's cemetery 
near the gate of this building, are four tomlis. One is 
believed to l>e that of Mahmud Khilji (1435-691 another 
being thiit of Shaikh Kamal Mauia or Malavt so called from 
his tong residence in Malwa. Over the door is a blue tile 
inscribed in cufle characters. 

The oldest inscription in Dhar was found in this 
cemetery. It states that Uilawar Khan, then only governor 
in Malwa under Muhammad Shah repaired the ruined 
mosijues of Dhar in 795 A. H, or 1392 .^.D. 

Lat Masjid.—The Lat Masjid or pillar-mosque is so 
calJed from the great iron pillar lying just outside its 
gateway. The mostpie was erected out of the remains of n 
temple by Dtlawar Khan in H05. Jahangir calls it the 
Jami Masjid. Two inscriptions remain, one above the 
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eastern nnd a second over the northern door./ That on 
the eastern dmr’proclaims that, 



The SMppOFtir helper rtf ike reiigioa 0 / the prophet. 


Dtlaypitr Khan, xeho is the chosen nne of the most 
bi(th God and the disciple of that head af a hrdy 
order Xasir-ud-din Mahmud., u'Ao tens n nfitsce of 
aratxdees and a retreat of the saints, brntt a Jami 
Masjid III the city of Dhar at a farUtaate and 
nirs^femirs moment on the day of a happy aniea. 
What a heaiitifnl timsqne the second Kaaba (i.e., 
Mecca} of the world f — 

The date is ijiven as 807 A.H. or T405 A, D.Jfcn the 
northern j-ate the inscription states that AniJcf Shmi Daud 
Ghori (Dilawar Khan's full name) erected the mosrjuc on 
I5th Kajjah S07 or 17th Januarj' 1405. 

Outside lies the Lat ” or pillar of wrought irrm whence 
th« inosqne derives its name. Its orjgip or object is not 
properly known but it has been suggested that it was a 
Jayastambha nr pillar of Wetory. This the legend given 
l»eIow seems to siipjiort. There is on one side a short in¬ 
scription stating that Aklwr on his way to the Deccan 
“ alighted here with great, pomp on the Sth hfaadar 
Muz in the 4 lth year of his succession correspond¬ 
ing to KWH Hijra fiSth Pebniary tdOO A,D,} 
This is the work af Haud the sculptor t the text has 
been) composed by Muhamad 4/nsirin Sami Bahri 
(a welt jtiroiciJ poet of Akbar's court. I 



Jahangir in his diary notes that this pillar ?Cas standing 
when he saw it and adds that Bahadur Shah of Gujarat 
ordered it to be removed but 10 this process it fell and 
broke in two, one piece nueasurtng 22 ft. and the other 


\ 


13 ft, Jahangir ordered the big piece to be wnt to Agra to 
be set up as a lamp-post biit this was not done. 


r 
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Some colour b given to tlie idea that it nas a piilar of 
victory from the following legend. 

Tlu-re is a proverb current now over most of India which 
is locally connected with this iron pillar. There once lived, 
it is said, in Dhar city an oil-woman (Teltn) of gi{;antic 
St met lire. Her name was Ganga or Gangli Tclin. This 
giantess (Hisscssed a pair of scales to match her height and 
the great l>ar now lying by the mas(]ue ivas the beam of her 
balance the huge stones at its base some of the weights. 
She often resided at Nalchba, between Dhar and Mandu, 
and a hill on this road still called Telin-tekri “ The oil- 
woman's hill " was made from the dust shaken out of her 
gown. 

The proverb runs :— 

Kahati Ra/a Bhoja aur Kalian Cttngli Teiin. 

How exalted is Raja Bhoja, and how low: is Gangli Teiin. 
The proverb now-H-dajTS is merely used to express great 
divergence in position, rank or other qualities, 

Behind this there seems, however, to lie a historical 
fact. In 1042 Bhoja defeated the united forces of Ganga- 
yadeva and Ja.vasinha the latter ruling in Tclingana, Their 
route up from the South would lie along this road and they 
may well, w hen conftoiued by Bhoja, have taken up a ^Kwi- 
tion on this hill afterwards known as Telingana-tekri,” 

A pithy saying is at once seized on by the (>eople and 
no hotter way could be found of expressing admiration for 
the victors and contempt for the vanquished than the saying, 
Hav exalted i» ftiiig Bhoja. 

fftw foip are kia enemks Gangaya and f/ie Telingana, 
Traditions vanished, names and deeds were forgotten 
and the phrase was corrupted but so lirmly established that 
it had to be e.xpinified in some way. The transition from 
Gangaya and Tclingana to " Gangi *' or “ Gangli" :tnd 
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" Tciin *' is nfitiiniL Gangli is a name fjf more or less 
contiMTipU white a Teliti is a low caste woman. Popular 
ignorance of the past^ and a love of the fanlastic and 
improhabie veiled the oiitse simple j^hrape in mysterj'^ 
and the proverb being iia*intel]igihle as applied to the 
ancient ja)^stamhha, the question arose who was Gangli 
Telini what had the pillar to do wjtli her and why was she 
compared with Bhoja. The fiction of a giant Tciin whose 
b.a1ance beam was the I^t and the hill the dnst from her 
dress easily arose in its place** ^ 

l^ausoleiim of Abdull& Shall ChangalJ—To the 
fkmth-w'est of the town on a fiarl of the ancient 
ramjjart or ifen/, of ^^ich traces are to be seen here and 
there, stands the Nfaiisolcum of att old saint* Abdulla Shah 
Changal and beside it the tomb of 40 Muhammadan pilgrims 
who were mastered here* A tradition existed in the ISth 
century that Raja Bhoja was converted to IsJamism with all 
his family by this saint and to commemornte this Mahmud 
Shah Khilji of MaUva in h 45 put up the inscription which 
still exists* [f this refers to Bhoja I {1010'55l it must be 
pure romance as the Muhammadans had not then reached 
th is part of India at all but it is quite possible that Bhoja 
1] (1380-1310; may have been obliged to embrace Muham* 
madanism or at least make a profession of doing so as a 
mlitical act, 

I The long insertption runs. 

^ Shaikh A bdntta C/nr/igj/, iwfry /flr wjcrcy of Cod Ae 
upon hint / 

ThL^ centra became 3lw/jai7ifif<ii/(lfi fii'Sit by him aft 

the ha oners of religion ncere spread* 

■ instiince «( corruptlcHi of Tellnginnji into TeU b llie Tell 

&]pLTiiJjr 4>cL CiumM^r tmu Thi» ceniEil-f hmf i roof yf ihe ** waiiq^DQ l)pe 
pcculuir Sontiiern India aind c«ri»in1r waji on this sccoEtnt ciri|;iiiyilty called 
tbe ■■ Telingenn afEerwajrd^ corrupi^ ieio Tali Mnedir^ 


/r 
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r/ic infid^h mad€ an atiavk fmm ev€ry wait and iach 
of them rushed with sward and kmje. A t iast they 
iinjidcisy wounded those wreu of religion and after 
kiiling them eonceated them in a tvelin 
This Hon-man came from the centre of religion to this 
oid tempte xcith a targe force* He broke the hnages 
of the false deities, and turned the idol temple into 
a momiue. 

Ritja Hhoja saw this thruugb wisdom he embraced 
hlam with the family of ait brave warriors. 

The Khilji King Mahmud Shah, who is such that by 
tm justice the tcorld has been udomed like paradise. 
He built afresh this old structure and this house with 
its enclosure again became anew- 
From the Hijra it was 839 (1455 A.fy*) that its date 
was written 

Nothing is known os Xa who Abdulhi Shah Changal was 
or whiin he lived* 

Brief mention may l?e made of the many lakes in and 
round Dhar town, the hirger being the Mimja-Sagar built by 
Raja Munja-V'akfjati in the 10th century; and also of the 
modern Kalika Uevi temple^ pictunsquely situated on a 
small hil) above the kitus-shielded waters of a lake^ where the 
family gods of the present rnkrs are enshrined- 

NALCHHA. 

On the road to Mandu lies Nalchha. Here Sir John 
Malcolmi when in political charge of Mahva^ used to live 
from time to time* His house still stands but is in a difa- 
pidati^ state. Tn the centre of a small tank near this villnge 
is a picturesque stone lampqjost. From this point rains 
(tiinnmeraBk qf^tom1)5p houses and mosqin?s lead up to the 
great fort. 







MANDU. 


Historical. —Mandu also knou n as Mandogarh and irt 
early days as Mandapduqga must have tong been a strong* 
hold of the rulers of Malwa, The ruosques on the hiM ore 
hnilt with the remains nf Hindu ,ind Jam temples t>f the 
tenth to the twelfth century which proves Hindu occupation 
at this period. But unti! ^fuhammadan times nothing is 
known of its history. Ferishta has a tradition as to the 
building of Mandu by one Deo Bais (a Bais Rajput perhaps) 
in the fifth century hut no historical basis e-\tsts for this 
statement. Tn 1305 Am*uJ'Mulk. the fannous general of 
Al.a*ud*din. w’as directed to ** cleanse 'that old gabristy^iTi r 
-t^metcry) from the odour of infidelity.” This is a curious ■ 
remark a.s it implies Muhammadan occupation previous to 
this dale. The fort was taken by surprise and the ruler 
Kai Mahtak Den killed, as the historian r|iiaintly puts it, 
before even his household gods were aware of it." In 
H05 Mandu m-ne to fresh dignity as the capital of the new 
Musalman kingdom of Malwa. Like all capitals tn those 
days the great fort jiassed through many vicissitudes cotj- 
.stantly changing its ownen? as'one or other prerailed. 

Finally Bahadur SImh ruler of Gujarat seized the fort 
in 1531. On 20th K3ijj.ib 937 A. II, or 9th March 1531 
liahadiir Shah commenctd hts attack with a cannonade 
Listing several days. His men, who had been told to find 
which w'ns the most jirL-ciptfotis part of this fort, rc|}orted 
that the rock near the Songarll gate was by far the steepest 
OTi which Bahadur Shah excintnied ” Fleasc God hy that 
way I will get into thef fort" and on 20th March w ith loud 
cries of ‘’Allah, Allah, Bahadur Shah is coming" they burst 
into tAe stronghold. 

Mahmud of Main a hearing of assault hastened to 
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the spot but " when his eye fcil on the umbrctla of Bahadur" 
he turned and fled and was finally captured, and put to 
death. Three years later, in 1534 Nemesis overtook the 
conqueror when Humayun entering at the very same spot, 
drove out Bahadur Shah who only escaped by letting his 
hor^ down the walls by ropes and flying to Gujarat. 

The Emperor SherShah look ^faKva in l5^5'ai^d^kcedj 
a garrison of 10,000 horse and 7,000 matchlock men in 
Mandu. When the Suri dynasty decayed, Baz Bahadur 
the son i>f Shujaat Khan, who had been governor of Malwa 
under Sher Shah, declared himself independent. 

In 1561 Adham Khan Koka, Akbar's general, conquered 
Mahva and Ba^! Bahadur was driven out. He contrived, 
however, to regain possession tem|)orarity but was finally 
defeated m 1562 and Mandu became the he-id-quarters of 
the Mandu Sarkar in theSubah of Malvvn. Akhar visited the 
fort in 1564 and 1508 and, as his son tells us, destroyed 
most of the buildings to prevent the place being used as a 
base by his enemies. In 1585 the first English travellers 
visited the sjwt, two merchants Ralph Fitch and John 
Newberry [lassing through on their way to Delhi. 

Finch and Jonrdain, also English merchants, next passed 
through, the first in March 1610 and the second in. January 
1611. They trai-elled up from Akbarpiir a ford on the 
Narbada helow Mandu five or six miles ea.st of the present 
cros.sifig at Khalghat. Both complain of the road "it is a 
very bad way” say» jourdain, "both steepe and stonye so 
that it is greate travaile for any beast to go up laden’) both 
note the fort’s ruined character, there being nothing standing 
“save only tombs and meskites I mas j id or mosque),..a loft 
on the mountainc are some sixteen faire t.inkes here and 
there dispersed about the citie." ^ 

In 1616 J.'ihangir stayed here from .March to Beptemher 
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being acc<jitipaiiied by Sir Thomas Koe. ambasstfor fKim 
James 1 ami a clergjfnan named Terry. Roe menCions the 
great straits they were in for vvater* all the available sources 
being taken up by the big officials. He also remarks that 
lions were not allowed to be killed by any one but the 
Emperor. He describes also how while here the Emperor 
celebrated his birth-day and was ns usual weighed against 
gold and precious stones^ Jahangir and these two iraveliers 
have each given entertaining accounts of this place. Their 
journey reiids not unlike a scene from the **Faery? Quecne*^^ 
Terry tells how *^the ascent is ver)' high and steep and the 
way to ns seemed exceedingly long for we were two whole 
days climbing tip the hill with our carriages... In those vast 
and far extended woods there are lions and tigers nnd olher 
beasts of prey and many wild elephants. We lay one night 
in that wood with our carriages and those lions came about 
ns discovering themselves by their roaring, but we keejiing 
a very good fire they came not near enough to hurt either 
ourselves or our caLtleJ' He notes the extensive ruins 
and how amidst all the desolation round them the niosrjues 
liiild up their heuds'* and also the fact that none of 
the emperor's iieople would use such places although 
they **vvere niai%'elloiisly straightened for rtiom/^ One 
of those deserted mos^piesj hinvc-vert was occupied by 
him and Sir Tliomas Roe, Their most^ne was, he says, on 
the very edge of the Jungle and wild beasts were constantly 
carrjing off sheep and goats **and it was" he sa}'s, “won¬ 
derful great mercy those furious ravening and hunger-bit 
creatures did no! make their prey someiimes* in the dark 
and silent nights, while w^e were sleeping, on some of our 
bodies, the forepart of our dwelling s^landing u^xid pillars 
and there was nothing in those ojien distances that had any 
strength to keep them from us.^* One trighl a lioti did 
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come into the courl*j'ard and carried off mv Lord arnEmssa* 
dor’s “ little white neat shock" which ran oat barking at 
him. Their jop were added to by the fact that Jahangir 
hiid a lion " a verj' great lion i often saw which went down 
among the people,.,as gently as a dog." One of them shot 
a tiger "a large beast higher than an ordinarj’ greyhound, 
with curled hair, a long head and sharp short pricked ears 
having a inoath hlied with crncl teeth", 

Jahangir in his diary notes that Akbtir destroyed 
gateways and ramparts to prevent the fort being used by his 
enemies but that he himself while there sjient three lakhs 
in restoring buildings. He also caused a commemorative 
coin to be struck in I51S with a special legend on it. 
After the cmiqttest of tite Deccan he came from Maitdti 
/o Gw/'am/. ^ In 162J Prince Khurrum (Shah Jaban), as 
he tJien was, took refuge here when rebelling against his 
father and later in 1635, after he became emperor, he 
stayed here during the rains. In 1696 and again in 1709 
Maratbas entered Mandu but the tract did not pass perma¬ 
nently to Udaji Ponwar until 1732 after the bottle of Tirla. 

Jahangir also refers to the spurt to be had here he 
w rites that " the w'atchmeti of ihe chase brought word that 
they had marked doivn niton near the Sagar Lake,,,when 
the lion broke cover he attacked and wounded ten or twelve 
of the Ajtadis ibody guard) and other men of my retinue. 
Ill the end I brought him down with three gunshots". 
Later on four tigers were marked down, " .At one in the 
aftvrjtoou” he says, "I started for the place with Kur Jahan 
Bcgam. Nur Jahanasked my leave to shoot the tigers with 
her gun. I said, " Be it so". In a trice she killed these 
four tigers with six bullets, 1 had never seen such shooting. 
To shoot from the back of an elephant from w ithin a 
clo!!ed htiwdiih and bring dosvn w'ith six bullets four wild 
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bt.iAts without giving them an opportunity of moving or 
springing* i?; vvonderful. In sicfenowledgment nf this 
capital marksmanship I ordered a thousand ti$hrafi.^ (gold 
coins, about 4j0f>0 nipees in value) to he scattered over 
Nur J nhan and granted her a pair of ruby wristlets worth 
a hkb of nipees**^ 

It may be added that lions are now quite unknown nny 
where in Central India and tigers are practically never 
seen on the hill though in 1317 they were ver%^ numernus 
even dragging troojiers from the saddle. 

At the Shah-i-barat which look place here the Emperor 
had the p.atace illuminated. " The countless Lights with 
w^hich the palace and buildings were illuminated shining on 
the lake made the w^hofe surface of the lake appear to he on 
fire". This refers evidently to the lake at the Jaha,^ Msh;iL 

It is interesting to note that in 1830 Sir John ^Lalcolm 
proposed to make Mandu his ^summer head-quarters. 


The fort has a circuit of nearly 4U miles surrounded 
by u hattlemented wall of Muhammadan design. Within 
are endle^ ruins of tombs^ mosques and houses some b*-ing 
in a fair slafe of preiervalion. 

The simplest way of seeing the bniidings is to prixreed 
by the bye-road direct to the Hindola Mabab the Champa 
Baorip mosque of Dilavvar KhaOf jahaz Mahal and Tabela 
Mahal or guard-room. Then proceed to the furthest point 
and see Rup Mali and Bahadur s palaces, taking Malik 
Mughis'mosciue and other buildings opposite the i^gar 
Talon the way back, completing the survey by viewing 
the jami Masjid. tomb of Hoshang Shah and College, 
This enables one to take the direct road home- 

Many other spots deser\*e a visit but cannot be reached 
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unless a slay of coupJe of da)s or so is iiinde.* The 
buildings wiJI be described in this order. 

Gates,— Of the numerous gales to the fort only three 
Ijc in the track of the sight-seer. The first gate 

the Alumgir gate. This bears an inscription refernng 
to Its repair in 1079 A. H or 166S A- D. by Khan Muham- 
mad Beg Khan. The old paved road leading off to the 
ivest of that non followed goes through the ’’Bhangi" 
pte, so called from the legend that a sweeper was buried 
in its foundations, and the picturesque Delhi gate, TJiis 
last lies near the Hindola Mahal and is a very fine example 
of Pathan work. The present road passes through the 
'* Gari-darwajia " or carrriage gate. 

Hindola Mahal.—This building is mtjst striking in 

its massive simplicity, the great hall suggesting the dining 
hall of an Oxford college. At orie end there originally 
evisted a gallery closed by a pierced stone screen whence 
the ladies could watch unseen the orgies of their L^rd.-s 

Nahar Jhirolta.-North of this building is the 

“ Nahar Jhiroka " fio called from the marble framed 
window in the rjorth w.ill whence the Sultan was wont to 
hear petitions and receive his courtiers' salutations, 

Champa Baori.— This subterranean well with its 
" tah-khaitua " or cool hot weather retreats, lies just behind 
while near it stand the remains of some hamavta or baths. 
These were necessary adjuncts to the comforts of a palace 
in thi>se days, 

J^ilawar Khan's moaqneXThe mosque of Dilawar 
KTtan IS a picture^ue building erected from the remains 

of a Jam temple. Qt bears &n inscription to the effect that 
it was built bj' 


* ApfHfCIrll-X A 







f 21 } 


S’asir-iid~fiin Dilaurar Ktian the cetifre of the lav: of the 
' Prophet, the refuge of the votid, high as the sty in dignity 
and angel-tike appearance. —i 

This was in the Hijri jccf SOS or 1405 A.I). . ) 

Jahaz Malial and guard-room. —The Jaha/ Mahal 
f»r “ship palace*' takes its name from the lakes between 
vi'hich it stands. Tliese in early daj's must have reached 
up to its wbUs- All round it lie endless ruins buried in 
creeping plants. The Taweli Mahal or guard-room, 
(Htpularly said to have been used by the Atnaifon retainers 
ol Ghias-ud-din lies on the road towards the great mosque. 

Palaces of Baz Baliadur and Rup Kati —Pass¬ 
ing for the moment b)' the tomb of Hoshang Shah and 
the great mosque, a picturesque road leads out to the edge 
of the mighty cliflf which bounds Matwa on the south. 
Here perched on the t-ery edge stands the palace of Rup- 
mati, Baj! Bahadur's love, his own palace lying just below 
near the Retra Kund, 

As regards the origin of these buildings nothing much 
IS known, A fragmentary inscription exists on Rupmati's 
jtalace conveying now no sense, while on Baz Bahadur’s 
there is a short record noting its erection in the Hijri 
year 914 or 150S-9 A.D. in the time of Nasir-ud-din. But 
Baz Bahadur may well have used it ns a palace. 

The romantic story of Baz Bahadur and Rupmati, is 
known throughout India and forms the theme of many a 
song. The story runs thus :—Baz Bahadur when hunting 
on this hill was csiptirated by the singing of Rupmati the 
daughter of a Rajput, who belonged to Saraiigpur. (in 
Dewa.s>. It is said she long ref«;,<fed to accept his addresses 
hut hnnlly consented to do so if he would bring the 
Narbada or Rewa rt%er up to the summit of the bill. This 
be contrived to do with the assistance of the river god, who 
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bade him seek ^ spring benesiEh the rc^ ts of r tainariskp 
Bait Bahadur discovered the*source and imprisoned its waters 
m the Rewa Kund, the picturesque tank which stFfJ stands 
cksse to his palace. When Adham Khan Koka entered 
Mahv^ In 1562 Baz Bahadur was forced to fly and was Bnally 
defeated at Sarangpiir^ RupmatTs home and hirth^pface. 
After this defeat Rupmati, deserted by her lover, was left 
to the mercy of the conqueror and committed suicide to 
escape. The historiRn Khafi Khan gives the following 
short account of her end* Referring to Ad ham Khart^s 
defeat of Ba^ Bahadur he adds An affecting incident 
cx^urred on this occasion. Ba;^ Bahadur had a Hindu 
mistress who is said to have been one of the most beautiful 
women ever seen in tudia. She was as acfromplished as 
she was fair and celebrated for her verses in the Hindi 
language. She fell into the hands of Adham Khan on the 
night of BaJ! Bahadur and finding herself unable to 
resist his- importunities and threatened violence, she 
appointed an hour to receive him* put on her most 
splendid dress, on which she sprinkled the richest 
perfumes and lay down on her couch with her mantle 
drawn over her facf^ Her attendants thought that she had 
fallen asleep but on endeavouring to wake her on the 
arrival of the Khan they found that she had taken 
poi^yin and was already dead.“ 

Songs attributed |o Rupmati are s^ttH sung in Ma1wa« 
.A lew^ lines from one may be given— 

Aitr dhan j^rta hai, ti mere 
To iffjff ir pyare ke prita jifuiyf, 

4 jfe ka /{fian kar rakho man men 
T 11 pariit taro deha hnn : 

Trt3't? ka na (afie drinhta 
Apne bar rakhogi krmji: 
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Din din 


F}ttrhi ghatan ekn giwji i 


Ba^ Riihadfir ki meh itpur 

Michkii char karuttgi Ji aur dhan* 


Pfiend! Jet others boflst their treasiire 
Mine's a stock of pure love's pleiisure 
Safely cared for every part 

* Neath that frosty lock my heartn. 

Safe from other women's peeping 
For ihc key’s in my own keepings 
Day by day it grows a little 
Never Joses e’en a tittle 
But through life will ever go 
With Baz: Bahadur^ weal or woe 1 
(Transiatimi by Sir 4* CMtifiiJj^A^awi). 

On a dear day the view from Rupirrati s palace is 
niagnihceiit. Below the sleep scarp of the VindhyasT 
sht^cr doxvn at one's feet, lies the w ide. fertile valley of the 
Narbadap its sacred stream which confers sanctity on every 
rivulet and lake within thirty miles, winding ^^bwly through 
it iimid fields welf stocked with grain* Beyond lies 
to the south the sister range of the Satpuras, stretching 
ridge on ridge down to I'apti river, the lofty peak of 
Bavvangaja, sacred to the Jiiins^, si^mding out conspicuously. 

l^ffughis-ud-din'S BfosqugJ-Retiirning by the same 
r<.>atjrnear the Sagar-tal lake the mosque of ** Mughis^ 
ud-din more correctly that of Humayun Kharip the father 
of xMiihmud Khilji^ ft |l^:irs an inscription on the L*ast 
gale w hich states that it was erected on Friday, -Ith of Rajjab 
835 or 7th ?kfarch 1432 A. D. by 

Xhtj^iih-ad~dm*^ca-fid-dnnya^ Vtagb 
Hiwtaymu Khti }/ seven atui wiVir rrgrenu (/,£, 

the whole world !) 
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It is as n$ujil biiilt from tht" r^main^ of a Hindu or Jciin 
U^mple. The cast gate was once a fine entrance, and the 
structure generally is adtnirahle m its arrangement. 

Two domed buildings stand near the mosque popularly 
known as the ** Da|ii'ka-infthal and Ua|Ti-ki-chhoti-bahin- 
ka^mahal/^ or the tow4*s of the nurse and her younger 
sister. Nothing is known about them.. 

Qami Masjidland Hoshang Shah's tomb.— The 
Jami Masjid h tT truly magnificent example of Path an 
architecture of siittplep^ tin-adorned» massive grandeur. Drhe 
inscription on this building shews that it was coniiTieiiced 
by Hosluing Shah and completed by Mahmud Khiljip It 
runs thus;— 

The muagn^ of txalNd coa.s^rfic^iaiJ ; out n/ rasped 

/or it . the sr/igefs, tike ttut pigeon fi io the kootHt are ever 

,^.., Jiovering arotoid it in mcred procession. The founder 
king Hoshang GAorf......fr/icff as the result of 

events borne by the recointion of the iricrcfVess sky the snn 
of his life had ascended the height of the roof (i.e.i tras 
dying) said toMahnnd Khitji.....,The irdmlnisiration of the 

country and bringwg its cultivation to perfection amt the 
driving avray of atl enetnies are the things to perform which 
/ give yon rfiy parting advice trr//i alt correctness and atm 
to comptete the Jami Mmiid. ^ 

The date of eampletion is given as ii5S or H54 AJJJ 
[Hoshaag Shah's tomy Behind it b the tomb of 
Hofihnng Simhr a great, marble dimmed mausoleump tho- 
roughlv suited in its dimlii solemnity to he the last resting 
place of that rough Pathsn warrior^ | On the left pillar 
of the door-way there are a few lioes ^t in the marble 
which record that on 9th Rajjab 11 of 1070 Hijra or 14th 
Decemlx^r 1659. 

The hnnihie beggar Lutfnthh^ an engineer^ the son of * 
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U 9 ^tiid Ahmad, archit^ni »/ Sh&h Jahan^ Khwa/a ^tdti Rai^ 
U^tad Shea Ravt and U^tad Hamid ^etme on pilgrimage fa 
this iomb and wrate thes€ fete words to commemorate it^ J3 

A Dharamshaln built of Hindu remains and tn Hindu 
style runs along the west of the enclosure. The cave is 
noticeable and ntarkudly Hindu in its form. 

p?omb of Mahmud Khil^-ln front of thf; irKm^ie 
stan3^ the ruins of what must once have been the most 
magnificent tomb on the hith Kow only the foundations 
remain. It b probable that it ^vias originally the tomb 
of Mahmud Khil|t Hpjiorie inscription has been found in it, 
which says that— 

Daring the reign of His Majesty.shadow of God 
Jaiat^nd'din Mithammad Akbar...^^^fhe humbfe beggar 
Mabnutd of Sultan AH Sabzwari was suc¬ 

cessful in erecting this nobte baitditig in the month of 
Muhitrram Wli (Jfuy 1605 

On the north-cast corner arc'tnc remain.^ of a circular 
builditig which it is conjectured must have been the base 
of the tower of victory seven storeys high Drected by 
Mahmud in to cominemomte his victory over Ratia 
Kumbha of Chiton It is mentioned by early tntvelkrs^ 
Jourdain says in his journsil ^Mn one of theses churches 
there is a wry statelie tower of 170 stejis to goe upp. 
built round aboute with many %vindo\v$ ciiriouslie made. 
This tower hath si?c storeys and tn ever>' storve chambers 
for men to lodge in, ver>" pleasantlye ixstitt} ved and built 
all with greene stone like marbolL** Finch gives a similar 
account hut says there were seven stories which agrees 
with the statements of other writers. 

The rooms below this tomb are popnlitrly said to have 
been a College. 
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EPILOGUE. 


Reader sit ajHrt for a space and let your mind sink 
hack into the past. Erase the long, unlovely, if useful 
road, and the throbbing engine from your mind, cover the 
wide open plain, rich fields and steep slopes with heavy 
forest and people, that forest with herds of elephants and 
fierce beasts of prey. Picture yourself riding through its 
gloom on aTrough itl-defined track searching ever on either 
side for wild beasts and even wilder men. Then conjure 
op the long line of our Dhar and. Mandu pilgrims. The 
dashing and gallant Prince Vairasinha, the conqueror of 
Ujjain and captivator of its fair maidens. Munja and 
Bhoja the scholar kings surrounded by all the wit and 
erudition of India, but ever hastening from the disputations 
and recitals nf the learned to stem the current of invasion 
returning to their studies when the foe had been repulsed ; 
so they p.isfi for ever from the scene, these book loving 
kings, and builders of delicately carved fanes, driven from 
their land by rude warriors from the north, who thkc the 
delicate structures to the ground r Uilawar Khan, Hoahang 
Shah, Mahmud, strong men, mighty lighters living in 
almost endless turmoil yet seizing on every peaceful moment 
vouchsafed them to erect the simple, virile buildings 
which satisfied the artistic cravings of their manly souls. 

To the way-farer who had just threaded the mazes of 
the forest iracl how glorious must in thif day have been 
the sight th.at met bis gaze, A town of stately mosques and 
lofty tombs which hurled hack the sun's rays from glistening 
lapis-lazuli, and emeral coloured domes, a town offering all 
the luxury' and splendour of the time and in its contrast to 
the weary* niad just left behind truly deserving its name of 
Shadiabad “ the joyoiis city". 
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Their da>' by and in tht'ir place stands out 

for a moinetit the single figure of that very strong man 
Sher Shah, who dreaming ever of the restoration of the 
Afghan snpremac)'. drove the son of Babar from his 
newly won throne and yet amid all his toil conciliated 
the Hindu, introdnet^d revenue and fiscal reforms and 
trained the officials who passed into Akhar's service and 
completed the work he founded, and of whom it is recorded 
" such protection o'ershadow ed the world that a cripple 
wiLS not afraid of a Rustom". Then come " the great 
Moguls**, Akbar, medley of mystic visionary and man of 
action, inventing new religions and demolishing the walls 
of Mandu to baulk bis rebel subjects; Jahangir “ the talented 
drunkard ** and his gifted, wise and kindly wife, the beatiti* 
ful Nur Jahan, and a ^nsl company of courtiers and retain* 
ers, richly cajjarisoned elepluints, prancing steeds, and 
tame wild beasts; and with him that truly Elizabethan 
gentleman Sir Thomas Roe. a man we are told ** 0 ! a 
pregnant understanding welt spoken, learned, industrious 
and of a comelie personage **; and of stout heart also, who 
w‘hun instilti'd hy an officious minister slung a ** case of 
pistolls" at his saddle bow and exclaimed “these are mj" 
fremles them would I trust'’; Edw'ard Terry, Fitch, Finch 
and Jourdain toiling wearily up the steep forest-covered, 
lion*haunted hill side, from the great sacred stream below, 
They puss away to give place to bauds of wild horsemen, 
mounted on small hardy steeds, and carrj ing enormously 
long sitcars, who Rash upon the scene, vanish and re-up pear 
like phantoms, till finally they overwhelm constituted 
authoritx' and n new race settles down to possess the 
land, yet one linked fat back through the dim and 
distant ages with the scholnr kings of seven hundred 
years ago. 






( 2S ) 

ili JjiS f. * itL ^ ^ 

Ai daven i aav a» owl seated on Ike pittimcle of Shif- 
tr^nt Shah's iomh ploititi^fy altered if'S com^ldiijf where 
is all that glory, where all that grandeur gone ?" 




THE END. 
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A. 


OTHtH HMCBS WHICH MAV BE PROFITABLY VISITED. 

Gates.— i.e. Rama's gale. E^-ideollv nf consi. 

deriible age. 

Ttirapur gtite. —This bears two records one statiiig that 
Ditawar Khan erected this gate in 809 A.H. or HOJ D 
in ShadUabiid (“ the city of joy*'). This name was given 
to the central part of the fort. The other states that Tahir 
Muhammad Husain Jmad*ud>din, an engineer of the 
Emperor Akbar repaired the road-way in .Muharnmi 10 H 
A.H, or May 1005 A, D. The diflierent styles intceahle uii 
this gute lire interesting. 

Sottgarh giite.—This leads to the curious conical hill 
forming « sort of keep to the fort. It was here that 
J^hadiir Shah of Gujarat and Hiimnyun successivcK- oniercd 
the fort. The existing gate, howex^r, is modern'and was 
erected by Rant M^ina Brti i>f Ohar in Ihetiinet^enth c^ntury^ 

Lawani gate.^A stone pillar and jsome Flindti remains 
lie near this gate. • 


Other gates are thtijnhitfigirpura and tthagmima. 
Buildings -.V/rtoar/f UmpU. This xvns originally a 

Muhnmmad.^n building but has been turned into a temnle 
to Nibkanth. (Uliie throat) one of the names for the 
god Shiva. Il hears an inscription to the effect that 

This pkastiMt buitdiitg teas erected in ke tme tif Akbar 
i» 9Jf 2 A. //. or tS?4 A. 0„ - 

White a second records that Akbar lialtiHl here in the 
44th year of his reign or 1601) A.l>. 

Wor/f A'/x4r#m. A tomi) with four miissive pillars sup¬ 
porting the dome, a very unusual feature. ^ 

Dorio ft’Aoir* loni*. This lies on the road from the 
Jami .Masjid to the Sagar Tal. 


He was R general of Mahmud 

I Shah's SchooL This lies in the jungle wt^^i of the 

jannz AlahaJ. ^ome Verses exist on a tomb. 

Many other unnamed hiiildings will interest the enthu- 


I 
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a. 


List of the Kf(ics, 

/Oiifv t$aate!t are given.f 


PARAMARAS. 

\ Itti6 of rulers is known 
which includes 24 narnea in 
the regular line and some 
collnteritk who ruled during 
a period of dissension. Nforc 
itniiorlnnt are: — 

No. -1 Vakpati—875-0!4. 

„ 5 Vairsinlin — 014*41, 

„ 7 Mimisi—073-095. 

„ 9 Bho;a 1 — 10104055, 
25,Bhojn II—I2S0-IJ10. 
„ 24 Jaw Sitiha — lilO, 




SVLTAXS OP Af 4 LHM. 
CHOfft. 

Dilawar Khan—140L 
Hoshang Shah — 1405, 
Chazni Khan—1415. 

fxHriJf 

Mahntiid I—'1435. 
Ghyas*ud-din— 1469. 
Nasir-ud-di 11 —1501. 
Mahmud 11—1511. 

(Rahiidur Shah annexed 
Malwa). 

ML’OHA CS, 

Mumav un'— I5i0*l 555« 
Shef Shah'—15404 554. 
Akbar—1330-1605 
Jahangir— 1605- lol?. 

shah juh;in“I627-l658w 
A«rangp:eb— IG5S* 1707. 
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Bjbleogkaphy. 

Ih Ar^^haulogkal Survey Report^ I902*i. 

2, Arvhieotogkat Survey of Western tttdia. Progress 

Report, 19D4. 

3. Barnes^ Cupiain, E. Journal of ibe Bombay Branch 

of the Royul Asiatic Society. LVMII, 399. This 
is the longest connected acoiunt, hut its pro- 
Muhiimmadan history is quite untrustworthy. The 
later history also suffers from its rdiance on 
the inuccurncies which abDiind In Brigg's trans* 
lation of Ferishta^ Perhai)s some of the young 
lions of Aligarh will now give us an accurate and 
scholarly translation of Ferishta with references 
to other authorities i 

4* Bayky C* — -The History of Gujarat, ISSb. 

5, B/ocftrifcfii und Jarrel^ Am-i-Akbari of Abnl Fazal 
CCalcutia 1873-94J, ' 

6* Srigg,*!, Cuf. J^“The history of the rise of the 
Muhammadan povi.er in India 1829 iKcprint, 
Calcutta 1909K 

7. Eliott, XL —The History of India* as told by 

its own Historians^—1867*77. 

8. £^jgra^/u'ci IndQ-SiQskiuktt. —1909-10* 

9* Ftirgiisso/j, —History of Indian and Eastern 
architecture (New edition^ 1910). 

10. Hakluyt Soviet/s Publkaiiom -—The Embassy of 
Sir Thomas Roe to the Court of the Great 
Mugd. By \V* Foster^ 1899. 

The Journal ol John Jourdain, by W. Fostetp 
1905. 

II . Luard^ C. E*-- Gazetteer of the Dhar Stala. Bom¬ 
bay, 190S* 

12. Luard^ C- E- and Lehr /t. if-—The Paramaras of 
Dhar and Malwa. Bombay^ 1908^ 


i 



t3. Luard, C. E .—A Bibllc^rapby of the Literature 
dealing with the Central India Agency, 190S. 

14. Price, D. —Memolra of the Hmperor Jahangir, 1829. 

15. Terry, E.—Voyage to Ea^t India, 165S—(Reprint, 

1777.) 

16. Wright, iV."Cataloguc of the Muhammadan 

Cotnii in the Calcutta Museum lOxford. 19I17). 

N* Bp^FuU raNretif-iB Kk umlhctiitin will be foailil iii Si II M ftod I j. 





MAPof mandu dhar state, 

SHOWJNG POStTtONS OF ANCIEHT BUILDINGS, 


Scale l-€2iS2 Inches >1 Mile. 







reFERewcE. 

Thick 6/ack line round edfe. if hill 
fftoit'j rtmuLn* of old fvUfi^tMns, 


Note 


rfte Rotna/! figures Shotv the order 
in wkieh buildings shotcid bt> visited. 
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